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Handout 1A:



RELIGION & THE CONSTITUTION

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?

NAME
_______________________________

DATE
__________

Directions: (1-4) The First Amendment bans the establishment of religion.  Some of the following actions may violate the establishment of religion. If you agree it is a violation, write an “A” on the space before the number. If you disagree that it violates the establishment clause, write a “D” on the space before the number.

_____ 1.
... Prayer in public schools. 

_____ 2.
... Moment for silent meditation in public schools.

_____ 3.
... Clergy speaking at public school graduations.

_____ 4.
... Prayers at public school graduations led by students 

Directions: (5-10) The First Amendment bans any law that limits the “free exercise” of religion.  Read each statement.  If you mainly agree with it, write an “A” on the space before the number. If you mainly disagree with it, write a “D” on the space before the number.

_____ 5.
There should be limits on our freedom to practice our religion.

_____ 6.
The Mormons practiced polygamy (several wives).  When a law made it illegal, they should have been allowed to continue this due to freedom of religion. 

_____ 7.
Jehovah’s Witnesses believed it was against their religion to say the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  They should have been excused from laws requiring the pledge. .

_____ 8.
The Amish religion objected to public high schools. They should have been excused from mandatory education laws to age 16. 

_____ 9.
A Jehovah’s Witness was fired because she refused to work on Saturdays.  Her religion does not allow her to work on Saturdays.  She also refused to take jobs where she had to work on Saturdays.  Those were the only jobs the state unemployment agency could find for her.  When people refuse jobs, they lose their benefits.  Therefore, the unemployment agency should refuse to give her benefits.

_____10.
Some Native American religions use peyote as a sacrament. Using peyote is also a crime.  A Native American lost his job for using peyote as a sacrament.  The state unemployment agency does not give people benefits when they are fired for breaking the law.  Therefore, the agency should not give the Native American employment benefits.
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